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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to clarify the importance, concept, and meaning of the
word "Al-Sayyid," as well as its origin and whom it is applied to. This word was used in
ancient times and during the pre-Islamic era and has been mentioned in the Quran in
several instances. It was also mentioned in the Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him and his family). The word "Al-Sayyid" is considered older than the word "Al-
Sharif."

Today, the term "Al-Sayyid" is applied to the descendants of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him and his family) through the lineage of Imam Ali (peace be upon him)
and his wife Fatimah al-Zahra (peace be upon her), specifically through their sons, Imams
Hasan and Husayn (peace be upon them). The title of "Al-Sayyid" is particularly
associated with the descendants of Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon them).
This honor they have acquired is not comparable to the honor of kingship, governance,
wealth, or status; it is an honor achieved through faith and proximity to the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family). It is a lineage that combines both
prophethood and imamate.

Additionally, we found that the word "Al-Sayyid" among the Shia denotes both a religious
and social rank. The Sayyids have adopted the color green as their symbol.
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